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CODEBOOK
Variables

One row of the dataset is one instrument, and the file holds 619 of them. Every column is listed below in the order it appears in the file, with its definition and, where the column takes a controlled value, every permitted value and its count across the file. Counts are computed from the published data rather than transcribed.
instrument_id
Integer · coverage: 100%
Stable identifier for the instrument, carried over from the internal register. Identifiers are not consecutive: numbers belonging to rows removed as out of scope are not reused.
name
String · coverage: 100%
The name of the instrument as its owner gives it. Official titles are reproduced verbatim, including the punctuation used by standards bodies.
acronym
String · coverage: 94.8%
The short form in common use, where one exists.
owner
String · coverage: 100%
The body that authors, administers, or maintains the instrument. Free text, not a controlled list, and some values carry a parenthetical qualifier naming the committee or the legal instrument.
owner_normalised
String · coverage: 100%
Derived from owner. Any parenthetical qualifier is removed, the string is truncated at the first comma, and three families are collapsed to a single label, ISO / IEC, European Union, and NIST, because their instruments are issued under many committee and directorate names. The rule is mechanical: it does not merge a ministry with the agency beneath it. Use owner directly for any other grouping.
owner_category
String · coverage: 100%
The type of body that authored or owns the instrument.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	public
	250
	A government, a regulator, or a public international body.

	NGO-multistakeholder
	163
	A non-governmental or multistakeholder body.

	private
	120
	A company or a consortium of companies.

	hybrid
	86
	A public and private arrangement.



year_established
Integer · coverage: 99.8%
The year the instrument was established, adopted, or first published.
year_established_detail
String · coverage: 87.2%
The year as originally recorded, retained where the raw entry carries more than a bare year, such as a separate date of entry into force.
year_source_url
String · coverage: 12.8%
Source for the year, populated only for rows where the year was researched separately after the first coding pass.
status
String · coverage: 100%
The current standing of the instrument.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	in force
	568
	Currently applies.

	phased-in
	40
	In force with obligations still being introduced on a published timetable.

	proposed
	6
	Published but not yet in force.

	retired
	5
	Withdrawn or superseded.



geographic_scope
String · coverage: 100%
The geographic reach of the instrument.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	global-multilateral
	349
	Applies globally or across a multilateral membership.

	regional
	81
	Applies across a defined region.

	national
	167
	Applies within one country.

	sectoral
	22
	Bounded by a sector rather than by geography.



instrument_type
String · coverage: 100%
The form the instrument takes.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	binding-regulation
	133
	Law issued by a public authority.

	voluntary-consensus-standard
	122
	A standard developed by a standards body through a consensus process.

	private-industry-scheme
	113
	A scheme run by a company or a consortium of companies.

	govt-referenced-standard
	101
	Not law itself, but operated by a government or formally referenced in law.

	NGO-multistakeholder-scheme
	98
	A scheme run by a non-governmental or multistakeholder body.

	accreditation-or-mutual-recognition-arrangement
	34
	An arrangement by which bodies accredit one another or accept one another's decisions.

	treaty-instrument
	18
	A treaty or other international instrument. Non binding declarations and model laws also sit here, for want of a closer category.



bindingness
String · coverage: 100%
The legal force with which the instrument applies. The test is what triggers the obligation, not how strongly it is felt, which means some market access regulations are coded de facto rather than mandatory.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	mandatory
	135
	Binds an actor by operation of law regardless of any market choice, such as a horizontal regulation or a treaty binding on ratifying states.

	de-facto-required-for-market-access
	157
	Compliance is not universal law but is triggered by choosing to place goods or services on a specific market, or is commercially unavoidable.

	voluntary
	327
	Adoption is optional, with no legal or market access gate.



adoption_driver
String · coverage: 100%
What drives uptake of the instrument. Separate from bindingness, which records legal form rather than the reason for uptake: an instrument can be voluntary in form yet mandate-driven in uptake where a law points actors toward it.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	mandate-driven
	198
	A law or regulation prompts its use.

	market-driven
	260
	Commercial demand prompts its use.

	hybrid
	161
	Both forces are relevant.



trust_stack_layer
String · coverage: 100%
The functional layer of the trust stack the instrument occupies, from naming a thing at the base to compelling its verification by law at the top.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	identifier
	61
	Names a thing so that separate systems can refer to the same object.

	data-credential-model
	106
	Describes a thing, or carries a claim about it, in a defined data or credential format.

	traceability-exchange-protocol
	73
	Moves a description or a claim along a chain between parties.

	conformity-assessment-certification
	207
	Tests a thing against a standard and issues a result.

	accreditation
	16
	Vouches for the bodies that perform conformity assessment.

	governance-mutual-recognition
	89
	Coordinates across schemes and jurisdictions so that one system's decisions are accepted by another.

	mandating-regulation
	67
	Compels the use or verification of the layers beneath it by law.



interoperability_posture
String · coverage: 100%
Whether the instrument recognises or is recognised by others, or operates in isolation. It is a statement about the coverage of this dataset, not a claim that no arrangement exists anywhere.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	mutual-recognition
	463
	The instrument recognises, or is recognised by, at least one other instrument.

	standalone-silo
	156
	The instrument neither recognises nor is recognised by any other instrument in the dataset.



problem_domain
String · coverage: 100%
The problem the instrument addresses. Derived from harm_family by grouping the twelve harm families into five domains, as set out in the value table below.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	Product integrity
	292
	The authenticity, safety, provenance, and lawful sourcing of physical goods. Aggregates counterfeiting and falsification, unsafe or non-compliant products, illegal or misrepresented origin and sourcing, illicit trade and tax or excise evasion, greenwashing and ESG or climate misrepresentation, and other social and labour harm.

	Digital systems and data
	149
	The security and integrity of digital systems, data, and AI. Aggregates cybersecurity compromise and data interception, data, research and assurance integrity failure, and AI safety and governance failure.

	System interoperability
	73
	Letting separate trust systems recognise one another. Maps to the interoperability and fragmentation failure harm family.

	Identity and personal security
	67
	Verifying people, and preventing identity fraud and impersonation. Maps to the fraud, forgery and impersonation harm family.

	Financial integrity
	38
	Financial crime, money laundering, and mispriced risk. Maps to the financial crime, AML and mispriced risk harm family.



harm_family
String · coverage: 100%
The primary public harm the instrument exists to prevent. Each instrument is assigned exactly one value. Coding was model assisted and run as a single batched pass, classifying each instrument independently from fields already in the register, with no web search, and returning a confidence. Medium confidence rows and edge cases were reviewed by hand. The taxonomy is an analytic construction for this research, not an official scheme.
	Value
	Count

	Counterfeiting & falsification
	77

	Cybersecurity compromise & data interception
	74

	Interoperability & fragmentation failure
	73

	Unsafe or non-compliant products
	68

	Fraud, forgery & impersonation
	67

	Data, research & assurance integrity failure
	56

	Greenwashing & ESG/climate misrepresentation
	55

	Illegal or misrepresented origin & sourcing
	46

	Financial crime, AML & mispriced risk
	38

	Other / social & labor harm
	23

	Illicit trade & tax/excise evasion
	23

	AI safety & governance failure
	19



harm_family_confidence
String · coverage: 100%
Coder confidence in the harm family assignment.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	high
	604
	The assignment followed directly from the recorded fields.

	medium
	15
	The assignment required a judgement between two defensible categories. Every medium confidence row was reviewed by hand.



sector_family
String · coverage: 100%
The sector of the instrument, from a controlled list.
	Value
	Count

	Digital identity & civil registration
	94

	Cross-sector conformity assessment & accreditation
	68

	Food, agriculture & beverages
	51

	Consumer & manufactured products
	41

	Cybersecurity & software supply chain
	38

	Minerals, metals & responsible sourcing
	36

	Trade, customs & logistics
	34

	Financial services & AML
	31

	Energy, carbon & environmental claims
	28

	Research & data integrity
	28

	Legal, notarial & e-commerce
	27

	Payments & cards
	25

	Pharmaceuticals & medical devices
	23

	Internet infrastructure & Web PKI
	19

	AI trust & safety
	18

	Tobacco & excise goods
	17

	Metrology & measurement
	17

	Seafood & fisheries
	12

	Forestry & timber
	10

	Content & media integrity
	1

	Other / unclear
	1



sector_family_confidence
String · coverage: 100%
Coder confidence in the sector family assignment.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	high
	597
	The assignment followed directly from the recorded fields.

	medium
	21
	The assignment required a judgement between two defensible categories.

	high (review-corrected)
	1
	Assigned with high confidence after a hand correction during review.



sector_detail
String · coverage: 100%
The sector as recorded during coding, before mapping to sector_family. Free text, not a controlled list, and frequently multi valued. Use sector_family to count.
cluster
String · coverage: 100%
The working collection the instrument was gathered under during data collection, which is why several values carry the prefix Adjacent. It describes how the search was organised, not a property of the instrument, and it is not a sector variable.
	Value
	Count

	Cross-sector Horizontal
	94

	Adjacent: Identity & PKI
	76

	Food, Agriculture & Seafood
	59

	Adjacent: Cybersecurity & Software
	52

	Manufactured & Consumer Products
	40

	Excise & Environmental
	39

	Adjacent: Financial & Institutional
	37

	Responsible Sourcing
	36

	Adjacent: Legal & Notarial
	33

	Adjacent: Payments
	31

	Adjacent: Research & Data
	28

	Pharma & Medical
	22

	Risk Transfer & Guarantee
	20

	Adjacent: AI Trust
	18

	Metrology & Measurement
	17

	Trade & Customs
	14

	Adjacent: Content & Information
	3



object_attributes
String · coverage: 100%
The attributes of the object, service, or person that the instrument makes verifiable. Free text, frequently multi valued.
public_harm_addressed
String · coverage: 100%
A short description of the harm the instrument addresses, in the coder's words. Free text. The controlled version of this field is harm_family.
wito_relevance
String · coverage: 100%
How the instrument relates to WITO's own scope of work. An analytic annotation, not a property of the instrument.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	adjacent context
	300
	Outside WITO's immediate scope but part of the landscape it operates in.

	sectoral scheme/standard
	106
	A scheme or standard bounded to one sector.

	mandate-owner to recognize
	96
	Held by a body whose recognition decisions WITO would need to engage.

	component standard
	62
	A building block that other instruments incorporate.

	peer framework
	55
	A framework performing a coordinating role comparable to WITO's.



references_builds_on
String · coverage: 100%
Other instruments this one cites, incorporates, or depends on, as stated in its own text or by its owner. Free text.
adoption_penetration
String · coverage: 100%
A published figure for how widely the instrument is used, with the figure's source, or an explicit marker that a search was run and no published figure was found. Free text.
adoption_figure_found
Boolean, 1 or 0 · coverage: 100%
Derived from adoption_penetration. 1 where that field holds a figure, 0 where it holds a checked and not found marker. The markers are phrased in several ways, so the flag is assigned by rule: a cell whose text opens with no, not, none, n/a, or unknown is a marker, and anything else is a value.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	1
	503
	A value is recorded.

	0
	116
	A search was run and nothing was found.



effectiveness_verified
String · coverage: 100%
A published evaluation of whether the instrument achieves its aim, with its source, or an explicit marker that a search was run and no published evaluation was found. Where an evaluation exists, the entry opens with the coder's reading of its verdict. Free text.
effectiveness_evidence_found
Boolean, 1 or 0 · coverage: 100%
Derived from effectiveness_verified, by the same rule as adoption_figure_found.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	1
	151
	A value is recorded.

	0
	468
	A search was run and nothing was found.



compliance_cost
String · coverage: 100%
A published figure for the cost of complying with the instrument, with its source, or an explicit marker that a search was run and no published figure was found. Free text.
compliance_cost_found
Boolean, 1 or 0 · coverage: 100%
Derived from compliance_cost, by the same rule as adoption_figure_found.
	Value
	Count
	Definition

	1
	6
	A value is recorded.

	0
	613
	A search was run and nothing was found.



source_url
String · coverage: 100%
The primary or authoritative source against which the row was verified. Every row carries one. Wikipedia is not used as a source anywhere in the file.
source_note
String · coverage: 100%
What the source establishes, and any qualification the coder recorded when reading it. Free text.
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